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Do you like 
paying taxes 
now or later?

Were you 
looking for info 
on Sinn Fein? Best of 

luck to you! 
Don’t put 
money in 

an IRA. You 
need it now.

Are you a 
comparative 
literature 
professor, 
hired as an
adjunct?

Did you have 
income in 2012?

Did you 
make more
 than $6K?

Are you an 
actor, waiting 
tables, earning 
undeclared  

cash income?

Are you in the 
drug trade, living on 
undisclosed income?

What kind of 
question is that?

Are you 
married, filing 

jointly?

So you’re 
married, filing 
separately

You can’t 
contribute to a 
traditional IRA

Were you seeking  
a super-earnest  

NPR radio personality  
offering a slice of 
Americana with a 
surprising personal 

reveal 2/3 of  
the way in?

Are you 
Gay?

Are you 
covered by 
an employer-
sponsored 
retirement 
plan e.g. 
401K?

Are you single?

Sorry, wrong 
type of IRA. 
See different 
infographic

Is your spouse 
covered by 
an employer-
sponsored 

retirement plan 
e.g. 401K?

Did you make 
less than $58K 

in 2012?

Do you make 
less than $10K?

Do you 
live in a 
State 

where gay 
marriage 
is legal?

Did you 
make less 
than $173K 
in 2012 as
 a couple?

Did you make 
less than 

$68K in 2012

Doesn’t 
matter, 
you still 

have to file 
separately

Seriously?

Do you have offsetting
 investment ‘losses’ 

that make your income 
appear less than $6K?

Do you 
somehow 

have between 
$20 million & 
$100 million in
 your IRA?

Open a 
restaurant. 
Better tax 
deductions

Contribute 
up to $5K, 
fully tax 
deductable; 
$6K if over 

age 50

Did you make 
less than 
92K in 2012 
as a couple?

You can’t contribute 
to a traditional IRA

Write to your State 
Rep.  Explain gay 
marriege as a tax 

deduction issue. Trust 
me, money talks.

Did you make 
less than 

$112K in 2012 
as a couple?

It’s complicated.

What kind of 
question is that?

Did you make 
less than 

$183K in 2012 
as a couple?

START HERE

NO

Are you covered by an 
employer-sponsored 

retirement plan e.g. 401K?

YES

YES

YES

YES

YES

YES

YES

YES

YES

YES

YES

YES

YES

YES

YES

YES

YES

YES

YES

YES

YES

YES

YES

YES

YES

YES

YES

FIGURE OUT YOUR TAX DEDUCTIBLE 
TRADITIONAL IRA CONTRIBUTION FOR 2012
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